
City of Eden 
Regular Session 

 

The City Council of the City of Eden met in regular session Tuesday, December 8, 2020 in 
the council chambers of City Hall. 
 

Mayor & City Council Members 
Mayor Agapito Torres    Councilperson Jennifer Martinez 

Councilperson Don “Butch” Williams  Councilperson Angela Quiroz-Regalado  
Councilperson Luz Saavedra   Mayor Pro Tem Eddy Markham 
 

City Staff/Appointed Officials 
City Secretary/Admin Laura Beeson  Public Works Supervisor Ronnie Winans 
 
WORKSHOP 
Ronnie Winans, Public Works Supervisor, provided his monthly report.  Public Works 
patched potholes, cleaned the drainage ditch from Jay to Daniels Street, and ran a new 
service line on Smith Street.  They fixed water leaks on Stephens Street, fixed four leaks 
on Highway 87, and took water and sewer samples to San Angelo.  They pumped down 
the sludge bin and pulled the pumps to remove the trash at the sewer plant, and hauled off 
brush from the Garden of Eden.  They greased the backhoe and bobcat, covered up the 
electrical line at the square, and cleaned up the shop behind the old ground storage tank.  
They had several animal control calls, removed a large tree by Shan Click’s house, and 
loaded tires in the trailer at the dump. 
 
City Secretary/Administrator Laura Beeson provided a monthly update.  Work has been 
completed on the CDBG Project, and we are paying out the final draw this month.  City 
Council approved an overage of $12,985; however due to additional needs found during 
the construction phase, there were additional costs in the amount of $18,695 to complete 
new lines, kill out old lines, and finish the taps needed.  Sage Diller will visit tonight 
regarding the progress of the USDA project.  After we receive TCEQ approval, we 
anticipate bids to go out the first of March, and the Bond Ordinance approval will be on the 
March agenda.  Electrician Lynn Smith fixed the electrical issues on the square which 
allowed the Christmas light display to go forth.  City office staff reviewed all old Ordinances 
and old City Council Minutes to determine the “official” Zoning Map.  Once approved by the 
Zoning Board and by City Council, we will have an official map printed.  Mandatory 
quarantines of City Public Works staff for a two week period required the City to contract 
out to fix a water leak in the middle of Highway 83, resulting in an $18,995 bill from 
Robert’s Construction.  This will be submitted as an expense to our COVID relief fund.  
The City has a fund amount of $80,300 available, of which we anticipate spending 
$51,450.  According to the rules, 75% of our available funds can be used for supplies and 
services, and 25% can be used for community assistance.  We anticipate distributing 
about $7,000 to the community for utility assistance. 
 
REPORTS OF OTHER AGENCIES, COMMISSIONS & STAFF 
Sage Diller with eHT Engineering discussed the progress of the USDA Project.  The 
engineering portion of the additional projects has been approved by Rural Development.  Once 
the engineers finish, it will be submitted to TCEQ by the end of this month.  It usually takes 
about 60 days to receive TCEQ approval.  We anticipate soliciting bids in March, with final 
completion of the bid process at the end of March. 



 
INVOCATION 
Councilperson Markham provided the invocation. 
 
PRESENTATION BY CITIZENS 
None. 
 
CONSENT ITEMS 
Councilperson Markham made a motion to approve Consent Items A, B, C, and D, 
seconded by Councilperson Williams.  Motion carried. 
 

A. Approval of November 10, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes 
B. Approval of November 17, 2020 Special Meeting Minutes 
C. Approval of Financial Statement Month Ending November 2020 
D. Approval of City of Eden Investment Report Month Ending November 2020 

 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
Sage Diller further discussed Amendment No. 1 to the Engineering Service Agreement for the 
USDA Rural Development Water & Wastewater System Improvements project.  The original 
project was designed and approved for bids.  Because the bids came in really low, it left the 
City with a 1.5 million dollars’ worth of grant money unused.  The City, therefore, decided to 
add design elements and rebid the project.  The resulting amendments have been added that 
can be used or taken away as needed.  Additions include a new cooling tower, emergency 
generators, well transfer pump station, ground storage tank, and clear well.  Council discussed 
the engineering fees, testing and permitting.   Plans will be submitted to TCEQ by the end of 
December, and we expect to hear about TCEQ approval about 60 days later by the end of 
February.  Maintenance and improvements to the City’s current cooling tower resulted in a 
delta of 40 degrees water temperature difference.  The new proposed cooling tower is 
expected to produce a difference of about 50 degrees in water temperature.  The City may not 
be able to use the Ellis well for much longer due to TCEQ requirements in regards to 
groundwater, as this well is very shallow and may require filters.  Motion to approve Business 
Item “A”, Amendment No. 1 to the Engineering Service Agreement for the USDA Rural 
Development Water & Wastewater System Improvements project, was made by 
Councilperson Williams and seconded by Councilperson Regalado.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
With TCEQ approval pending and bids not yet complete on the USDA project, motion to 
approve Business Item “B”, postponement of the adoption of an Ordinance Authorizing the 
Issuance and Sale of City of Eden, Combination Tax and Revenue Certificates of 
Obligation, Taxable Series 2020; Levying an Annual Ad Valorem Tax and Providing for the 
Security for and Payment of said Certificates; Providing an Effective Date; and Enacting 
Other Provisions Relating to the Subject from December 8, 2020 to March 30, 2021, and 
directing the City Secretary to post notice of this postponement at City Hall and on the city 
website, was made by Councilperson Regalado, and seconded by Councilperson 
Martinez.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

Motion to approve Business Item “C”, a Resolution approving a rate increase for gas utility 
services provided by West Texas Gas, Inc. (“WTG”) in relation to the company’s statement 
of intent to change gas rates filed with the city on or about  August 7, 2020; adopting tariffs 



that reflect rate adjustments consistent with an increase in WTG’s non-gas revenue 
requirement and finding the rates to be set by the attached tariffs to be just and 
reasonable; finding rate case expenses attendant to WTG’s statement of intent to be 
reasonable; directing WTG to reimburse the City its reasonable rate case expenses; 
determining that this Resolution was passed in accordance with the requirements of the 
Texas Open Meeting Act; declaring an effective date; and repealing any prior Resolutions 
or Ordinances inconsistent with this Resolution, was made by Councilperson Markham, 
and seconded by Councilperson Saavedra.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
City Administrator discussed the overage of $18,695 on the CDBG project over and above 
the already-approved overage of $12,895, explaining that this was due to circumstances 
on the ground necessitating an immediate decision.  To complete the project correctly, 
additional taps, additional water lines, and additional kill-outs were needed.  This was due 
to existing lines in the area which were previously unknown.  Mayor Torres discussed the 
need for Council to approve these costs prior to the incurring them. Sage Diller explained 
that some decisions have to be made in the field, and can sometime not wait for 30 days 
until the next Council meeting.  He suggested the City set aside an owner’s allowance or 
contingency fund for these large projects which give staff some flexibility to make needed 
decisions immediately.  Discussion followed as to whether City staff could have completed 
some of the additional work.  Ronnie Winans did not feel the City staff had the equipment, 
means and/or staff to kill-out of the additional lines.  Mayor Torres requested better 
communication with future issues. Councilperson Williams made a motion to approve 
Business Item “D”, payment of $18,695 to ROTO, INC for additional unanticipated work on 
the CDBG Waterline Project, and seconded by Councilperson Regalado.  Motion carried. 
 
Due to a shortage of Public Works Staff due to COVID, the City had to hire Roberts 
Construction to do contract work for a water leak in the middle of Highway 83, the cost of 
which was $18,855.  Councilperson Markham made a motion to approve Business Item 
“E”, payment of $18,855 to ROTO, Inc. (Roberts Construction), and seconded by 
Councilperson Williams.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve Business Item “F”, TEXPOOL Resolution Amending Authorized 
Representatives, to add the new Mayor and City Administrator, was made by 
Councilmember Williams, and seconded by Councilmember Markham.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Motion to approve Business Item “G”, payment of the November 2020 bills, was made by 
Councilmember Markham, and seconded by Councilmember Regalado.  Motion carried. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
____________________________  ______________________________ 
Agapito Torres, Mayor    Laura Beeson, City Administrator 


