
City of Eden 
Regular Session 

 
 

The City Council of the City of Eden met in regular session Tuesday, September 14, 2021 
in the council chambers of City Hall. 
 

Mayor & City Council Members 
Mayor Agapito Torres    Councilperson Jennifer Martinez 

Councilperson Don “Butch” Williams  Councilperson Luz Saavedra 
Mayor Pro Tem Angela Quiroz-Regalado-Absent  Councilperson Grover Hall 
 

City Staff/Appointed Officials 
City Secretary/Admin Laura Beeson  
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
The second Public Hearing was held for the Proposed 2021 Property Tax Rate.  The City 
Council of the City of Eden met in regular session on the 10th day of August, 2021 and 
discussed the issue of setting tax rate for 2021.  The City Council of the City of Eden voted 
to raise the tax rate higher than the effective rate of 0.625262 which will raise more taxes 
for maintenance and operations than last year’s tax rate.  The City Council, the governing 
board of the City of Eden, set the M & O tax levy at 0.646800 per $100 valuation for 2021 
and the I & S tax levy at .000 per $100 valuation for 2021.  The Truth in Taxation Notices 
were published in the Eden Echo on September 2, 2021 and September 9, 2021.  The first 
Public Hearing for the proposed rate was held on September 7, 2021, and this is the 
second Public Hearing.   
 
There was not citizen input regarding the Proposed 2021 Property Tax Rate. 
 
WORKSHOP 
City Secretary/Administrator Laura Beeson provided a monthly report for Public Works.  
Public Works employees performed daily monitoring and maintenance at the water plant 
maintaining filters, maintaining a healthy residual, good flow rates, and maximum water 
storage levels.  The sewer plant was also maintained on a daily basis including 
preventative maintenance on pumps at the SBR, lift stations, and sludge bins.  For the 
month of August, the crew performed one sewer tap, cleaned two alleys, had one animal 
control call, flushed fire hydrants, and loaded four industrial containers of metal and steel. 
The crew mowed the Eden Cemetery and performed street repairs. 
 
City Secretary/Administrator Laura Beeson provided a monthly update.  Three City 
employees contracted COVID at the end of August and first of September, so the front 
office was closed to visitors inside, allowing water payments via night drop, mail, and by 
phone.  The City closed on the USDA Bond Project, and all three portions of the project 
will begin soon.  The City received $459,700 back from engineering fees paid out over the 
last few years.  Council will discuss the allocation of the American Rescue Plan Act of 
2021 funds tonight.  No qualified licensed Operators applications have been received in 
regards to the open position.  
 



INVOCATION 
EEDC Coordinator Craig Pfluger provided the invocation. 
 
PRESENTATION BY CITIZENS 
Citizen Alberta Trejo informed that she had asked her neighbor to clean up dead trees, 
and dirty yard over a year ago, and this had not taken place yet.  Ms. Trejo will visit city 
staff next week. 
 
Citizen Anita Aguilar presented a concern regarding an RV that had been parked on lot 18, 
close to her home.  Ms. Aguilar will also visit with City staff as to rules for RVs. 
 
REPORTS OF OTHER AGENCIES, COMMISSIONS & STAFF 
EEDC Coordinator Craig Pfluger presented the EEDC report for August.  All rental 
payments from the Incubator and Foster Building are current.  All IRP payments are 
current, and there are IRP loans available for qualifying businesses.  EEDC has received a 
draft of the new survey for the Eden Industrial Park, and revisions are still being made.  
Once the survey is complete, EEDC will complete the sale of 8 acres to Redeemer Feed.  
The new billboard has been installed on US 87, and was funded by EEDC.  Also funded by 
EEDC were the new banners for the square which will be placed in September.  There will 
be 3 different designs with artwork and the new logo.  Redeemer Feed requested some 
interim office space at the Incubator, and there was another inquiry for Incubator space as 
well.  Some of the space is filled with old equipment and desks which will need to be 
cleaned out.  Pfluger is finalizing plans for a professional photography and video shoot, 
complete with drone overhead storage, to take place on 9/25/21, the day of the annual Fall 
Fest celebration.  The pictures and videos will be used to enhance the digital footprint of 
our city, and can be used to print flyers, cards, and brochures to help sell Eden to those 
unfamiliar with what we have to offer.  Funding for this project through EEDC is pending. 
 
CONSENT ITEMS 
Councilperson Hall made a motion to approve Consent Items A through D, seconded by 
Councilperson Williams.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

A. Approval of August 10, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes 
B. Approval of August 24, 2021 Special Meeting Minutes 
C. Approval of Financial Statement Month Ending August 2021 
D. Approval of City of Eden Investment Report Month Ending August 2021 

 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
Councilperson Hall made a motion to approve Business Item “A”, Ordinance Adopting the 
2021 Property Tax Rate, seconded by Councilperson Williams.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Laura Beeson explained the bid from Morton Irrigation in the amount of $55,000 as part of 
the settlement of an enforcement action brought by TCEQ in the amount of $27,334.  
Guidance was requested as to whether to fund only the amount of the fine, or the entire 
project totaling $55,000.  Councilperson Hall made a motion to approve Business Item “B”, 
Sewer Plant repairs bid from Morton Irrigation in the amount of $55,000, which includes 
the repairs required by TCEQ Enforcement, seconded by Councilperson Williams.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 



A discussion was held regarding the allocation of $320,000 grant funds received from the 
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.  Funds can be allocated for: local COVID-19 
pandemic assistance; for essential worker premium pay; for provisions of government 
services; transferred to a private non-profit organization; or for investments in water, 
sewer, and broadband.  EEDC Coordinator Craig Pfluger suggested the funds be used to 
build out fiber optic broadband, as these funds can be used to offset what may cost up to 
1.1 million to complete and would take a company 5 to 10 years to recoup the costs.  
Councilperson Hall suggested that these funds could also be used for additional water and 
sewer improvements.  Pfluger read a letter from James Rannefeld, a public accountant 
who recently purchased a home in Eden which noted that access to broadband internet is 
a major concern for those looking to move to Eden.  Councilperson Williams suggested 
that the funds could be allocated ½ to fiber optic and ½ to water and sewer improvements.  
Mayor Torres noted that previous discussions with the company that owns the lines to 
build out fiber optic had not resulted in a successful project.  There is a customer base in 
Eden already available should a company wish to build out this service.  Taxpayers are 
already paying for internet services and would be willing to pay for upgraded services.  
Councilperson Williams made a motion to allocate $220,000 for fiber optic services and 
$100,000 to water and sewer upgrades.  Motion failed to receive a second.  Councilperson 
Martinez made a motion to allocate the total amount of $320,000, Business Item “C”, for 
fiber optic broadband services, seconded by Councilperson Hall.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Laura Beeson explained that when the water storage tank inspections were completed for 
2020, these revealed that the water storage tanks need to be repaired and sediment 
removed.  Councilperson Hall made a motion to approve Business Item “D”, bid from U.S. 
Underwater in the amount of $11,950.00 to clean and repair our water storage tanks, 
seconded by Councilperson Williams.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Council discussed Business Item “E”, a mapping software proposal from eHT.  Council 
deferred action until additional bids are received. 
 
Councilperson Hall made a motion to approve Business Item “F”, approval to transfer 
$5352.25 from the Pool Cash account 6041 to the USDA Project account 278491 to pay 
for engineering services, seconded by Councilperson Williams.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Councilperson Hall made a motion to approve Business Item “G”, August bills, seconded 
by Councilperson Martinez.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
____________________________  ______________________________ 
Agapito Torres, Mayor    Laura Beeson, City Administrator 


